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door fastened. She tapped several times without effect,
when the abigail, seeing her Ladyship's distress applied
her eye to the keyhole, instantly crying out that Mrs,
Horneck was lying in the middle of the floor. " Oh, my
God/' exclaimed her Ladyship, " then what I so much
dreaded has actually occurred. The dear ill treated child
has destroyed herself." Men servants being summoned, the
door was broken open but no " dear ill treated child "
was to be found. The clothes she had worn that day lay
heaped together on the carpet, with a lighted candle placed
near them. The bird had flown ; a hue and cry was in-
stantly raised, when one of the men servants said he had
that evening seen Mrs. Horneck going down the back
stairs, as he was accidentally passing the foot of them, and
was somewhat surprized at observing her dressed in a riding
habit; that she wished him a good night and he passed on
to the servants' hall. It was next discovered that she had
gone through a private gate that led into the park, and left
the key in the lock. Lady Albemarle now concluded she
was gone to throw herself into the canal and was loudly
calling for people to have it dragged, when her own woman
delivered a letter which she had just found upon Mrs.
Horneck's toilet. It was addressed to Lady Albemarle.
After expressing her gratitude for the protection and kind-
nesses conferred on her, she proceeded to say that she was
so wretched and miserable from the stigma thrown upon
her character, in consequence of which the women every
where looked coldly and contemptuously at her that she
could no longer endure it and had therefore put herself
under the protection of Captain Scawen, with whom she
was going to the Continent and who would she was con-
vinced behave towards her like a man of honour. Poor
Lady Albemarle was sadly mortified at such an indisputable
proof of her young favorite's profligacy and duplicity.

Mrs. Horneck continued to reside with Captain Scawen
at Paris and elsewhere in France in open adultery, until
Horneck went through the usual course of proceedings to
free himself from her, which having effected, Captain Scawen